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enough to abufe his confidence, and, in. 
Read of pm-fuing innocent amufements I 
had like totally to have ruined myfelf ^ 

All on a fudden I became very fond of 
making fquibs, lerpenls, and crackers; and 
had arrived to fo much perfeaion in that 
art, that I at all times fold enough of them 
to clear all my cxpenccs, befidcs retaining 
a great number lor my own ufe. I knew I 
was then doing what my father would by 
no means approve of, and tx^hich ought to 
have been a fufficient reafon forme not to 
liave done it. 

The moll difficult part of this operation 
was the grinding of the powder: it requir- 
ed loinc time, and befides made me very i 
nafty, in fpite of all the care 1 could take. 

I therefore fet my head to work, in order 
to difeover Ibme method of doing this more 
ealily, and with more cleanlinefs. After 
puzzling my head for many days together, 

I at lafl thought myfelf happy in having 
found out a lecret and expeditious ma- 
chine. This was my mother’s cohee-mill. 

I got up eaily the next morning, before 
the reft of the family, that I might try the 

expe- 
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experiment break- 

the coHee-miU c of powder into 

‘ of Srmill, and in.'Unlly began 

‘ -L if tlfe midft of the operation, 
grinder bcc^^^ 

icrrible liavock with the windows, hap- 
pily for me, none of the pieces liit me , 
diey had, I flrould never have been able to 
tell what hurt me ; indeed, it was bad 
enough with me as it was. . , r i 

When the mill burfted, it was with luch 
a prodigious loud report, that it was heard 
in every part of the houfe. The fervants 
hailcncd into the room, and found me in 
a pitiful fituatiori, the powder in the upper 
part of the mill having fcorched my face, 
and deprived me of my fight. The pain 
1 felt at this time, which is hardly to be 
exprelfcd by words, was not fo great as 
the apprchcnfions of my father's juft re- 
proaches. However, being infuiTTjed of 
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